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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an excellent picture by detecting 
and correcting a signal while exactly distinguishing a 
picture element defect from a substantial signal in an 
image pickup device employing a solid-state image 
pickup element. 

CONSTITUTION: Picture element data yn-2, yn-1. yn, 
yn+1, yn+2 being a noted picture element yn. picture 
elements yn-1, yn+1 before and after the picture 
elements yn, and picture element yn-2, yn+2 before and 
after the picture element yn-1, yn+1 are extracted by 
FFs 1-4 and the following equation are operated by 
using adders 11-16 and comparator circuits 21-24. Then 
discrimination outputs of the said comparator circuits 
are ANDed, and a picture element is discriminated to be 
a defect of picture element when four following 
equations are all satisfied, and a detection signal and a 
correction signal are outputted, yn-yn-1> a1, 
yn-yn+1>a2, yn-1<b1(yn+yn-2)/2, yn+1<b2(yn+yn-2)/2. 
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